
   

 
 

High School Student-Volunteer Community Service Awards 

 
Community Service Defined:  Expected Questions  
 

 Wher e can com m unit y service hour s be com plet ed? 

Hours can  b e com p let ed  at  any no t  f o r  p ro f it  agency, nursing ho m e o r  hosp it al. Ho urs 

w ill no t  b e accep t ed  t h at  are d o ne f o r  a p r ivat e b usiness o r  ind ivid ual.  St ud en t s shou ld  

check w it h  an  o rgan izat ion  p r io r  t o  b eginn in g  t o  ensure it  is a 501 (c) (3) agency. 

 

 Can st udent s do com m unit y service by cam paigning f or  an individual 

candidat e or  proposit ion? 

No. Service m ust  be non -p o lit ical in  nat ure. Wh ile t here is great  value in  st uden t s 

b ecom ing m ore civ ically invo lved , w e d o  no t  w ant  t o  m islead  t he com m un it y by 

having st uden t s cam p aign  f o r  cer t ain  ind ivid uals. St ud ent s m ay vo lun t eer  t heir  

t im e by w orking f o r  vo t er  regist rat ion  d r ives. 

 

 Can st udent s per f orm  com m unit y service at  t heir  church or  place of  

w orship? 

Yes. St uden t s are encouraged  t o  f ind  service sit es w it h  w h ich  t hey are alread y 

invo lved  and  are com f o r t ab le. How ever , w e w ill no t  accep t  any hours t hat  are 

d ur ing one’s w orsh ip  service t im e. (Th is includ es p ar t icip at ion  in  cho ir , usher ing, 

A-V help , et c.) Accep t ab le hours includ e:  Vacat ion  Bib le Schoo ls, church  

p icn ics/d inners, service p ro ject s in  t he com m un it y, m ission  t r ip s, general church  

m ain t enance, church schoo l o r  church  day care. 

 

 Can st udent s volunt eer  at  a daycare? 

St ud ent s m ay vo lunt eer  at  a daycare ONLY if  t he daycare is a recogn ized  non -

p ro f it  agency t h rough  t he IRS. Hours com p let ed  at  p r ivat e daycares and  in -hom e 

d aycares w ill no t  b e accep t ed . Daycare op erat ions run  at  schoo ls and  churches 

are accep t ab le.  

 

 Can st udent s per f orm  com m unit y service dur ing t he school day? 

St ud ent s are allow ed  t o  d o  com m un it y service at  schoo l t h r ough  est ab lished  

p rogram s such  as schoo l-ap p roved  t ut or  and /or  m en t o r ing p rogram s, such  as t he 

A+  p rogram . 

  

 

 Can st udent s do service on t he High School cam pus? 

Yes. St uden t s can  p ar t icip at e in  any o f  t he p rogram s app roved  b y t he High  

Schoo l. In  add it ion , st ud ent s can  help  w it h  sp or t s t eam  m anagem ent  (50 hours 

m ax p er  schoo l year ), help  w it h  a p lay o r  m usical o r  p ar t icip at e in  m ajo r  schoo l 

p ro ject s, w h ich  are service relat ed . St ud en t s are no t  allow ed  t o  d o  classroom  

assist ance un less t hey receive p r io r  ap p roval .  

 



 Is par t icipat ion in a club considered com m unit y service? 

No. Club  m eet ings, f und raisers and  general act iv it ies d o  no t  q ualif y as app roved  

com m un it y  service. How ever , m any o f  t he clubs and  ext ra-cur r icu lar  act iv it ies at  

your  High  Schoo l m ay d o  service p ro ject s. St ud ent s have m any op p or t un it ies t o  

get  invo lved  w it h  a var iet y o f  service p ro ject  act iv it ies! Generally any service 

p ro ject  t hat  is app roved  b y t he local h igh  schoo l com m un it y service d irect or  w ill 

b e accep t ab le.  Service p ro ject s such  as f ood  d r ives, t oy d r ives, and  hom e 

w eat her izat ion  / r enovat ion  are som e exam p les. 

 

 Can cour t -appoint ed com m unit y service hours be count ed f or  t his 

st udent -volunt eer  aw ard program ? 

No.  These com m un it y service hours w ill no t  b e count ed . 

 

 Where can st udent s f ind oppor t unit ies f or  local service?  

SERVE.GOV is a new  com p rehensive clear ing house o f  vo lun t eer  opp or t un it ies.  As 

non-p ro f it s learn  about  it s availab ilit y , regist er  t heir  service p ro ject s f r ee, and  

p ost  t heir  vo lunt eer  needs, t he “All f o r  Good ” search  engine w ill be easy f o r  

schoo l coord inat ors and  st uden t -vo lun t eer s t o  use t o  help  f ind  local 

op p or t un it ies f o r  service.   

 
 Can st udent s st ar t -up t heir  ow n local service project s and count  t hose 

hours of  act ual com m unit y service? 

Yes.  St ud en t s m ay f ind  help f ul t oo l kit s on  t he SERVE.GOV sit e t o  “st ar t -up ” t heir  

ow n  local service p ro ject s. 
 

For other questions, please contact any of the following commissioners: 
 
John Albright       Randall McArthur     Janis VanMeter  
Sunrise Beach       Maryland Heights     Lewistown 
573-207-0044       314-550-5970               573-209-3615  
Homeport1@charter.net       randy@mcarthurs.com     janvan@marktwain.net    

   
Mary Potter                     
Blue Springs     
816-797-4870     
MPotterEducation@comcast.net    

 
St udent s are encouraged t o em brace t he spir it  of  service by 

f inding non-prof it  organizat ions in t he com m unit y t hat  need 

t heir  help!  
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